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The history of  Black circus performers is
quickly disappearing.






We can change that.





The next generation deserves the opportunity to gain the
wisdom and strength that these stories provide.



Your support is  helping us capture these stories now

before it ’s  too late.

Celebrating 
The History of  Black People 

in the American Circus
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HISTORY 
TOLD AND MADE

2 0 2 0

U N C L E  J U N I O R  P R O J E C T P A G E  3

I n  J u n e  2 0 2 0 ,  w e  o f f i c i a l l y  l a u n c h e d  t h e  
U n c l e  J u n i o r  P r o j e c t  i n t e r a c t i v e  D i g i t a l  E x h i b i t

W e  r e l e a s e d  6  d o c u m e n t a r i e s  t h i s  y e a r :

R o b e r t  D u n n
O n i o n h e a d ,

C l o w n  F r o m  D a  H o o d

S u s a n  V o y t i c k y

D a n i s e  P a y n e

Z a n d e r  C h a r l e s
S i d e k i c k  Z e k e

P a r i s
T h e  H i p  H o p  J u g g l e r

B e r n i c e  C o l l i n s



BRINGING LIGHT
TO HISTORY

T h i s  n e w e s t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  t o  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n  e x p l o r e s  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e
a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  s i d e s h o w  a r t i s t s ,  m a n y  o f

w h o m  w e r e  b o r n  i n t o  s l a v e r y  a n d  l a t e r  s o l d  i n t o  t h e  c i r c u s .



T h r o u g h  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a r t i c l e s  a n d  s t i l l  i m a g e r y ,  w e  p r o f i l e d  a c c l a i m e d
p e r f o r m e r s  s u c h  a s :

P T  B a r n u m ' s  J o i c e  H e t h  
a n d  c o n j o i n e d  t w i n s  M i l l i e  a n d  C h r i s t i n e  M c K o y .  



T h i s  v i r t u a l  c u r a t i o n  w i l l  b e  s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  4  s e p a r a t e  a c t s  a s  w e  f o l l o w

t h e s e  a r t i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e s  a n d  s u b m e r g e  o u r s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e i r
r i c h  h i s t o r i e s :  

O r i g i n s ,  C a r e e r ,  E x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  D e a t h .

I n  S e p t e m b e r  U J P  r e l e a s e d  6  e x h i b i t s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

C l i c k  h e r e  t o  v i e w  t h e  s e r i e s
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https://www.unclejrproject.com/exhibit/#ee
https://www.unclejrproject.com/exhibit/#ee


T h e  U n c l e  J u n i o r  P r o j e c t  P r e s e n t e d  a t :
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T h e  P o i n t



F e r n  S t r e e t  C i r c u s  
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V e r o n i c a  B l a i r  a l s o  M o d e r a t e d  2 - p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s  f o r
C i r c u s  T a l k  C i r c u s  a n d  C h a n g i n g  R e a l i t i e s  S e r i e s



I n s t i t u t i o n a l  B a r r i e r s  a n d  I n d i v i d u a l  B i a s e s  i n  t h e

P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  f o r  W o m e n  o f  C o l o r



A b u s e  a n d  A s s a u l t  i n  C i r c u s  -  N o r m a l i z i n g  t h e
C o n v e r s a t i o n

EXPANDING 
OUR AUDIENCE
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V e r o n i c a  B l a i r  w o n  t h e  
" A C E  I n n o v a t i o n  i n  C i r c u s  E d u c a t i o n "  

A w a r d  i n  O c t o b e r



2020 
BY THE NUMBERS

R e a c h i n g  1 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a  m o n t h  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a .  



1 2  e x h i b i t s  l a u n c h e d



1 5 0  h o u r s  o f  d o c u m e n t a r y  f o o t a g e  e d i t e d

u n i q u e  v i s i t o r s  
i n  6  m o n t h s  

( s i n c e  r e l a u n c h  i n  J u l y ) .



P r e v i o u s  y e a r s  w e r e  r o u g h l y  5 0  v i s i t o r s  e v e r y  s i x  m o n t h s .
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14,000



2021 
LOOKING AHEAD

T h i s  y e a r  i s  p o i s e d  
t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  y e a r  y e t .  



W e  h a v e  m a n y  s t o r i e s  t o  t e l l  

a n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  m a k e  
a c c e s s i b l e  d i v e r s e ,  r e l e v a n t  h i s t o r y  

i s  m o r e  n e e d e d  t h a n  e v e r .

U N C L E  J U N I O R  P R O J E C T P A G E  7

2 0 2 0

T a k e  a  l o o k  a t  w h a t  w e ' r e  d e v e l o p i n g



NEW EXHIBITS
Pioneers Exhibit



Documentary videos and digital exhibits 

on black pioneers in the circus 

Uncle Junior Emmanuel Ruffin 
The  story of the performer who inspired our project!

Ephraim Williams
Animal Trainer and show owner

King Charles
Founder of the King Charles Troupe

Ephraim Thompson 
Animal Trainer

P.G. Lowery
Side Show Band Leader
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TOPICAL EXHIBITS
AND 

INTERVIEWS WITH
LEADING CIRCUS

HISTORIANS
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EXPANDING OUR
FEATURED
PERFORMERS
EXHIBIT

U N C L E  J U N I O R  P R O J E C T P A G E  1 0

2 0 2 0

Jamar Woodruff

Vanessa Williams

Skeeter

Veronica Blair



EXPANDING 
OUR ENTRAPMENT

TO ENTERTAINMENT
EXHIBIT
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Zip the Pinhead

Spotty

Princess Wee Wee



Custom history
curriculum for schools

More fun stuff for
kids!  Coloring books,
juggling lessons, and
more

Fun circus training
and other online
courses

REACHING
OUT
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Creative consulting branch
helping creative productions achieve 

diversity,  maintain respect and accuracy, 
and sensitivity  

when covering diverse histories.



We are bringing a 
wealth of knowledge and experience ,  

helping creative productions 
achieve greater sensitivity and accuracy  

in the portrayal of African Americans.

INFLUENCING
THE ARTS
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DONATE

BUY MERCH

SPREAD THE WORD

Y o u ' l l  g e t  e a r l y  a c c e s s  
t o  e a c h  o f  o u r  e x h i b i t s  a n d  s o m e  
s p e c i a l  r o u s t a b o u t  p e r k s !

CONTINUING
THE MISSION

Every dollar from items purchased from our store helps to
support our efforts to preserve the legacies of African-American
circus performers.

We can’t  do anything without our supporters!  

Here are three ways to help

We're grateful for any amount you're able to give to support
2021 endeavors of The Uncle Junior Project.

follow us on social media and share with your friends!

BE A MONTHLY
DONOR

TAKE ME TO THE
STORE

BE A ONE-TIME
DONOR

FACEBOOK WEBSITE INSTAGRAM
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S h o w  y o u r  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h  a  
O n e  T i m e  D o n a t i o n !

M a k e  a  d o n a t i o n  b y  p u r c h a s i n g  
s o m e  o f  o u r  
c u s t o m  U J P  m e r c h a n d i s e !

https://www.facebook.com/UncleJrProject
https://www.unclejrproject.com/
https://www.unclejrproject.com/donate/p/monthly-donor
https://www.unclejrproject.com/store
https://www.unclejrproject.com/donate/p/one-time-donation
https://www.instagram.com/unclejrproject
https://www.facebook.com/UncleJrProject
https://www.unclejrproject.com/
https://www.instagram.com/unclejrproject
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